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Interview with Luis and Alvaro Comas, Canamedics Labs

Canamedics Labs elects medcann Pharma
as business strategic partner

A highest level collaboration in two
key front lines: Genetics Licensing
and Research and Development (R&D).

The start-up has become the first Catalonian company ob-
taining AEMPS* authorization for growing cannabis with high
levels of psychoactive components (THC) for research purpo-
ses. The expectation of its founding partners, Alvaro and Luis
Comas, is to turn Canamedics as producer and distributor -
European reference - of pharmaceutical solutions derived from
cannabis. For now, a very important first step is to successfully
develop this first research, jointly with medcann Pharma.

*Spanish Agency of Medicines and Medical Devices.

Which is the core business of the company today, and
which is the role of innovation and R&D in its strategy?

Currently, our core business is the production of active phar-
maceutical ingredients derived from cannabis under EU-GMP
standards.

Canamedics’ vocation is not only to be a producer but also to
carry out research; for us, innovation and R&D is fundamental.
So much so, that the research authorized by the AEMPS aims,
among other things, to seek for innovation in our processes,
considering the particular details of medcann Pharma’s gene-
tics.

Our R&D capabilities are focused on the productive part; na-
mely to optimize the maximum yield of genetics not only at the
agronomic, but also pharmaceutical level. We seek to develop

all the methods and techniques we can to improve genetics
performance, both with different types and growing conditions,
as well as with the kind of product(s) to be used.

Now, when we enter the stage of transforming the agronomic
product into an active ingredient, there is a great research work
to undertake and our goal is to develop our own work proces-
ses to attain a system that allows us to validate new batches
and introduce new genetics at a record speed, without com-
promising the product’s homogeneity quality.

Of course, collaborative work on this front line is key; for such
reason, the IRTA and CRAG research centers, along with the
Technical Team of Canamedics, are in charge of covering each
of the technical elements of the research, with the best solu-
tions.

What is the collaboration medcann Pharma -
Canamedics?

medcann Pharma is our supplier of genetic raw material, on
two front lines: commercial cultivation and R&D project.

The main objective of this alliance is production; however, re-
search work is an essential and necessary preliminary step to
reach the productive cycle as from medcann genetics. The in-
tention is to have three to four genetics in the productive phase.

On the R&D front line, we wish to carry out a study similar to
that developed by medcann Pharma in the Basque Country
for applying specific cultivation parameters in our production
facilities, with medcann genetics. Then, to be able to evolve
this research into more sophisticated fields such as genetic
enhancement.

“The relationship with medcann was established
based in confidence, and then it was accompanied
by the technical element and the quality of the ge-
netics. Its management team in Spain, experience
and portfolio of genetics - legal and traceable to
origin - was fundamental at the time of choosing”.


https://medcann.com/en/collaboration-projects-spain/
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What is sought at the time of selecting cannabis
genetics?

We seek for unique genetics, as exclusive as possible. Special
genetics that allow us to differentiate ourselves from other
producers, free from pathogens with significant productive
yields in terms of cannabinoids and terpenes concentration;
which have to be vigorous and healthy.

This, in furtherance to the reliance that any supplier or business
partner shall generate, was the decisive factor in choosing
medcann Pharma. Its management team in Spain, experience,
and genetics portfolio — legal and traceable to origin — was
fundamental at the time of choosing.

Nowadays, medcann Pharma is our genetics
supplier. In the future, and any time they wish
to accompany us, we have great plans with
medcann!

What comes next, upon the AEMPS authorization for
growing cannabis with research purposes?

Starting the research before the year closing and, in parallel,
completing the construction of our production facilities, located
in the province of Barcelona, in the municipality of Olesa de
Montserrat. The next step is to request from AEMPS authori-
zation for the cultivation of the validation batches, which is the
beginning of the facilities validation, to be able to operate with
total normality.

For the research, the import of clones is expected as well as ini-
tiating cultivation forthwith. This would be the crop destined for
research that will help to determine which is the best genetics.

Let us talk generally about the industry: Which are the
greatest challenges?

The greatest challenge is the industry’s own “self-creation”,
at least in Europe. We are talking about an industry that
is brewing right now and for the first time we are seeing
incoming companies with high value added at a technological,
scientific and innovation and research levels, which are getting
involved in different aspects for promoting initiatives, allowing
formalization and progress in the industry. For such reason,
the collaboration between actors within the sector and the
aggregate experience will be key elements.

In Spain there is a very strong commitment to this sector,
accredited by the medical-scientific community, and despite
the difficulties of the regulatory environment, it stands out in the
continent through the recognition of very important people such
as Manuel Guzman, as well as the presence of an outstanding
number of companies with a research spirit that allow us to
see Spain, in the medium term, as a hub within Europe, and
a territory with optimal conditions to become a productive
reference for the continent.

Lastly, how do you visualize Colombia and medcann
Pharma in this context?

Colombia, of course, is a large producing country and medcann
Pharma will be a global reference at the genetic level. What
makes the difference for medcann is its presence in Spain, and
such ambition - with a clear vision - to enter Europe and solve
the problem of the genetics shortage with legal and traceable
origin. The company has planned very well and has become
positioned as the sole suppliers of genetics of Colombian ori-
gin, officially in Spain.

“medcann Pharma will be a global reference at
the genetic level...”
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